Assignment
Article Response
For this assignment, you are required to respond to an article or news story. Your instructor will post the articles on Blackboard. You will choose ONE of the articles for your response paper. Be sure to read the article carefully and respond directly to the author’s points.  Because you are responding to one article, there is no need to use any outside/extra sources. However, if you choose to do so, then be sure to cite your sources properly using either APA citation style.  Your paper must include a Reference page with proper APA citation for the original article and any additional sources, if applicable.
Any plagiarized papers will be given zero and you will be cited for academic dishonesty/misconduct.

Title of Article			Article to be chosen by student on Blackboard 

Length of paper		Approximately 550 words

Value				15% of final grade (evaluation sheet attached)

Late penalty			10% penalty each late day as per value of assignment

Due date			[insert date] on Blackboard 
				 


 


Format of an Article Response
The title of the response paper should contain the name of the original article AND a phrase that lets the reader know that this is a response. (TITLE: A Response; TITLE: An Evaluation)

                               Title 
Introduction:
Start the summary with a sentence that includes the article’s title, the author’s name and the main idea of the article. The summary of the article should be short. Only include the major details. 




Response:
The response is the most important part. Spend most of your time explaining why you agreed and/or disagreed with the author. Be sure to be specific and refer to the article when necessary. This can be a long as you want it to be and include as many paragraphs as you like. 





Conclusion:
Conclude your article critique with 3-4 sentences that give an overall comment about what you’ve said. 






	How is your writing?
	Fail
	Pass
	Diploma
	Degree
	Graduate Certificate

	Self✓
	Criteria
	(0–49)
	(50–59)
	(60–69)
	(70–79)
	(80–89)
	(90–100)

	
	Organization 40%
	· The essay as a whole has a clear, logical structure
· Each paragraph follows logically and naturally and plays a useful role
· Each paragraph has a clear, logical internal structure
· Each sentence follows logically and naturally and plays a useful role
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	· It is immediately clear what you are responding to (APA citation)
· The topic and your position are clear to the reader
· The essay stays on topic
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Development 50%

	· The response is thoughtful and relevant
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	· The tools of sociology are used accurately and effectively
· All & only necessary information from the article is provided, highlighting significant points
· Each logical step is included for a coherent argument
· Assisted by a classmate
· Was assisted by a classmate
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Language 10% 

	· Language is highly accurate, though a few minor problems may exist
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	· Quotes are very limited 
(to practice paraphrasing)
· The variety of structures and vocabulary express concrete & abstract ideas appropriately
· The content and language match the topic and the audience
· An appropriate level of formality and complexity is used
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total grade:
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HOW TO WRITE A REPONSE PAPER
When you respond to reading you evaluate it. This means you give your opinion about it. But your response paper should not be limited only to your opinion. Your opinion must be supported by specific reasons (from the article itself, from other sources, such as your textbook, or from outside sources if need be). A response paper is just like an essay (thesis, body, conclusion), but it’s often shorter and you can use “I”. Often people think a response paper must disagree with the article. But this is only one possibility. You can also agree with the author. Your goal in a response paper is to respond to the author’s arguments by reading critically, not just for comprehension.
Here are the things you must do:
· Read the article (all of it!) carefully and make sure you understand it fully;
· Take notes of the important points in the article and your thoughts on them;
· Don’t waste your time summarizing the author’s arguments. You can summarize the general argument, but the most important part of your response paper is your response – that is, what did you think of the article?

Here are some questions to help you get started:
· How do you feel about what you read?
· What do you agree or disagree with?
· Can you identify with the situation in the article?
· Do you like or dislike the author’s argument, style of writing, reasoning, etc.?

In your response paper you can do some or all of these things:
· Discuss how the article fits with the readings from the textbook;
· Explore the author’s implicit biases and assumptions;
· Analyze the author’s logic;
· Discuss the article’s relevance;
· Express your agreement or disagreement with the author;
· Express whether you like or dislike the article;
· Evaluate the author’s argument: 
· Compare / contrast the article to the readings from the textbook;
· Talk about things that are not otherwise immediately obvious
· Question the author’s sources (are they relevant, objective, etc.?);
· If you agree with the author, stress the strengths of the article;
· If you disagree, criticize the author’s arguments and/or refute them;
· You may refer to outside sources (i.e. do research), but you don’t have to;
· You may refer to all or certain parts of the article.
